
 

 

 NEW NHS CUTS 
 They call them: “Sustainability and Transformation Plans”  

The NHS is in crisis and desperately needs more money. But this Tory 
government doesn’t care about public services and is forcing local 
health chiefs to make new plans to cut NHS services.  

These will include ward closures, cuts in bed numbers, reduced 
maternity and paediatric services, changes to A&E and GP care in 44 
areas. Now, more than ever, the NHS needs us to fight for its future. 

These plans are called Sustainability and Transformation Plans 
(STPs). They have been prepared in secret and aim to limit NHS 
spending to £22 billion less than is needed to maintain the current 
service. They are based on a lie that we cannot afford to spend more 
money on health when the UK spends far less on health than most 
other Western European countries. The truth is that the UK would 
have to spend £43 billion more on the NHS to match the 
average health spending of Western European countries. 

The NHS is not overspending. The government is underfunding. 

Developed in secret, the Bristol, N Somerset & S Gloucestershire 
STP, which has to make £305m savings (i.e. cuts) by 2020, has now 
been published: 

https://www.bristolccg.nhs.uk/about-us/sustainability-and-transformation-
plan/ 

By law, health chiefs must now engage in a proper consultation with 
Bristol City Council and the public. The STP will affect all health 
services across our area. Our voices must be heard and acted upon. 
Let’s not make the mistake of waiting to be asked for our views – the 
NHS is depending on us.  

The problem is too few beds, not too many patients! 

For more details on STPs see: 

http://www.healthcampaignstogether.com/pdf/Resource%20pack.pdf 

See overleaf for what you can do to help 

          

�  Ask your councillor to demand that full and proper consultation 

takes place with the public and patients about the STP 

�  Spread the word about STPs amongst your friends and family 

�  Use and share our Facebook page: ProtectOurNHS 

�  Tell us about any cutbacks that you or your friends experience: 

protectournhs@gmail.com 

�  Be ready to join in demonstrations to defend local services  

�  Get more information and resources from our webpage: 

https://protectournhs.wordpress.com 

�  Write, email or telephone the people below. Tell them why you 

want the NHS to be properly funded, ask to be kept in touch 

with local STP plans and that you want to be properly consulted 

about any changes in local health services that are being 

proposed: 

o Local STP leader: Robert Woolley. Email: 

Robert.woolley@uhbristol.nhs.uk. Tel: 0117 3423720 

o Bristol Mayor, Marvin Rees: 

https://www.bristol.gov.uk/mayor/contact-the-mayor 

o Bristol Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), email: 

Kierstan.Lowe@swcsu.nhs.uk Tel: 0117 9002549 

o Your MP and local councillor – contact them via: 

https://www.writetothem.com 

o HealthWatch info@healthwatchbristol.co.uk Tel: 0117 

2690400 

               We need your help! 

There’s lots YOU can do to help save the 

NHS. Choose even one thing from this list 

and you will be part of the fightback: 


