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‘Protect our NHS’ Hustings 

Statement from Stephen Williams 
Protecting the NHS 

It is with regret that I am unable to attend the hustings event today, though I hope that you will 

understand my absence as Parliament does not prorogue until March 31st. Although I cannot be 

there, I would like to outline the Liberal Democrats’, and my own, position on the NHS through this 

statement.  

The NHS is our most treasured service, and it will always be a priority for Liberal Democrats to 

protect and improve it. Most importantly, we remain fully committed to the core principles of the 

NHS; ensuring that it remains free at the point of use and allows access that is based on need. 

That is why the Liberal Democrats have set about reversing the previous Labour administration’s 

policies allowing private health companies to be given preferential treatment to service provision. 

This included paying companies £250 million for operations that they never performed as well as, 

on average, paying 11% more to the private sector for the same service, compared to what they 

paid the NHS. The Government has now made such favouritism illegal. In fact, since 2010 the 

amount spent by the NHS on private and voluntary sector delivered healthcare accounts for 6 

pence in every pound that the NHS spends. 

I understand that many people are also concerned about the potential impact of the Transatlantic 

Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) on the NHS. However, as the Government has repeatedly 

made clear, the NHS is excluded from this treaty and it will have no effect on the ability of local 

NHS commissioners to decide who delivers services to patients. The European Trade Commissioner 

has confirmed this in a recent letter to Lord Livingston, the UK Trade Minister. 

We have been leading calls to increase funding for the NHS, and have offered a clear, credible 

response to the financial challenges that the NHS faces. Under Liberal Democrat spending plans, 

health service funding will be at least £8bn higher per year by 2020. 

Mental Health 

The Liberal Democrats are prioritising mental health. We want mental health to be on an equal 

footing with physical health within in our health and care services, and we want to bring down 

waiting times for mental health services. 

This is an issue that my Liberal Democrat colleagues Norman Lamb MP and Paul Burstow MP have 

both championed as Care Minister. As a result, for the first time ever the UK has introduced the 

notion of 'parity of esteem', which means that mental health must now be treated on an equal 

standing with physical health. 

In the next parliament we want to see greater investment in mental health, with an additional £500 

million spent on mental health each year. 


